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WELCOME TO WORSHIP

If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. It’s encouraging to see 
parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child is restless, you can use the 
Family Room to calm your child.  Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side 
of the Worship Center. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service and 
listening devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers or greeters can give you 
directions or answer your other questions.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

Keep watch for the unexpected coming of Christ! Its unexpectedness, however, does not 
change its certainty or our prayer. Rather, the coming of Christ defines our present time 
because we know that he comes with judgment on the unbelieving world and grace for 
his people. We are filled with hope, with love, and with light. With anticipation in our 
hearts, we long for the fulfillment, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is blue, as our eyes are drawn to the blue skies in 
anticipation of our Lord’s return in glory.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using page 156 in the front of the hymnal.  

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Hymns and liturgy marked CW can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran 
Hymnal.  Service of the Word & Sacrament. Words and Music. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights 
reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

PSALM  18. Refrain, Tune and setting: Dale Wood. Reprinted from Seasonal Psalms © 1978 Augsburg Publishing 
House. Psalm Tone Tune and setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net A-719903

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT
The service of word and sacrament proclaims the gospel through God’s Word and the Lord’s Supper.

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN O’er the Distant Mountains Breaking | CW 220

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M):   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ

 and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us.

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ,    
I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and 
of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen.

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS
M:     The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.

It is no small thing to come into 
God’s presence. God says in Exodus 
33:20 that no one can see God’s face 
and live. Thus, our humble state of 

worship. But we also rejoice that our 
Savior, Jesus, as enabled us to 

approach God in joy and praise, 
rather than fear and trembling.
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C:  ♫   O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth.    CW p.28
Almighty God, merciful Father, you crown our life with your love,
You take away our sin; you comfort our spirit;
You make us pure and holy in your sight.
You did not spare your only Son, but gave him up for us all.
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. 
O Son of God, eternal Word of the Father,
You came to live with us; you made your Father known;
You washed us from our sins in your own blood.
You are the King of glory; you are the Lord!
O Lord, our Lord, how glorious is your name in all the earth. ♫

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us 
from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.
Please be seated. 

The Word

FIRST LESSON - Isaiah 2:1-5
As we keep watch for Christ, let us walk in the Lord's light! 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 18 | CW p.69

Refrain: ♫ The mighty Lord is with us;
The God of Jacob is our fortress. ♫

♫ The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my de′liverer,*
My God is my rock, in whom I take ′refuge.

Many Sundays in this cycle of the 
church year will use portions of 

Isaiah for the First Reading. Perhaps 
this would be a great time to start 

reading Isaiah, chapter by chapter. If 
you read a chapter a day, you’ll 

finish in about two months.
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He reached down from on high and took ′hold of me;*
He rescued me from my powerful ′enemy.

He brought me out into a ′spacious place;*
He rescued me because he delight′ed in me.

Refrain

♫ You, O LORD, keep my lamp ′burning;*
My God turns my darkness ′into light.

You save the ′humble*
But bring low those whose eyes are ′haughty.

You give me your shield of ′victory,*
And your right hand sus′tains me. 

♫ Glory be to the Father and ′to the Son*
And to the Holy ′Spirit,

As it was in the be′ginning,*
Is now, and will be forever. ′Amen.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON - Romans 13:8-14
Keep watch by clothing yourselves with Christ Jesus.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES
M: We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus, who is coming again. He will 

come to gather his people from everywhere, both the living and the dead.
C: We remember Jesus, who will come at the end of time. None of us will know 

what day that will be.
M: We hear his call to watch.
C: We light one Advent candle as a sign of our watchfulness and waiting.
M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Spirit our souls be blessed.

The Advent wreath uses two symbols: 
light and an evergreen tree. The 

evergreen represents the constant 
nature of God’s loving promises. The 
light of the flame reminds us of Jesus, 

the Light of the world. As the light 
increases each week, so does our joy as 
we approach the birthday of the Savior.
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Please stand.
GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44
Keep watch, for only the Father knows when Christ will return.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!
Please be seated. 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  
The children are invited to come forward for an object lesson.

HYMN Savior of the Nations, Come |CW 2

SERMON -  THE TIME HAS COME!

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Be seated.
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THE THANK OFFERING
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely 
out of thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the 
offering.  We’re just happy you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart 
the message of Jesus. Please fill out the friendship register as it is passed.  If 
the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic 
option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect 
you with our website’s giving page.

VIDEO – Enhanced Giving      

Please stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Holy Redeemer, Prince of Peace, though you appeared here in lowliness to free us 

from our sins, and to establish peace between us and our God, we have your 
promise that you will come again in great power to judge all hearts, and fill your 
church with eternal glory.

C: We await your advent with eagerness and joy. Come quickly to take us to a place 
in our Father’s house, which you have prepared for all who love you.

M: Help us to be prepared at all times for your coming. Keep our hearts filled with true 
contrition and faith; overcome our doubts; cast sin from our lives; keep us from 
embracing the treasures and sinful pleasures offered by the world. And fill us with 
humility, that we may never trust our own works to merit heaven, but rely fully on 
you to save us.

C: To this end cause the Holy Spirit to work powerfully in us with his grace through 
Word and sacrament.

M: Lord Jesus, with the bright hope of your coming, cast the dark shadows of sorrows 
and cares from our hearts. As we await your advent, help us in all our needs. 
Increase brotherly love and harmony among us.

C: Hear our prayers as we faithfully cry to you night and day, and deliver us in all 
our afflictions.

Special prayers and intercessions

In place of our usual musical offering, 
devotional videos will encourage us as 
we carry out the giving portion of the 

10 for 10 emphasis.
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M: Because you are the Light of the Gentiles, enlighten the hearts of people everywhere 
with the Gospel, calling them to saving faith. Convert all sinners to you, that none 
be left in spiritual darkness to speak against your holy name.

C: Hear us gracious Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

The Sacrament

THE PREFACE CW p. 33                                                                               
M:    The Lord be with you.                                                                                         
C:  ♫ And also with you. 
M:    Lift up your hearts. 
C:  ♫ We lift them up to the Lord.
M:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  ♫ It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M:  Blessed Lord, we praise you because you have fulfilled what you promised through 
your holy prophets of long ago and have sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to redeem us. 
We give you sincere and humble thanks for your Son’s gracious advent: 
He has come near to us in human flesh, redeeming the world from darkness; 
He comes near to us in Word and sacrament, giving us life and light; 
He will come near in glory, banishing forever the shadows of night.

As we receive his body and blood, once given and poured out for us, lift up our 
hearts to the day when we will see our Redeemer face-to-face. Then we will need no 
light, nor lamp, nor sun, for the Lord will be our light. Whenever we eat this bread 
and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. Therefore, it is 
right for us to join the saints and angels in singing your praises for ever and ever.
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C:  ♫ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. CW p. 34
The whole earth is full of your glory. 
You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
 I will give you thanks, for you have become my salvation.

        Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. The whole earth is full of your glory. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. CW p.35
C:  ♫ Amen.

C:  ♫ O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your peace.  
Amen. ♫

Please be seated and await the direction of the ushers.

The communicant members of our congregation will be invited to receive the Lord’s Supper.  Because the 
Bible has convinced us that Jesus’ body and blood are present in the sacrament, and that receiving the 
sacrament together is a public statement of oneness in our beliefs and commitment, we ask our guests to 
speak with the pastor prior to communing.  We don’t want to be presumptuous and put you in the position 
of stating your agreement with our convictions before we’ve had an opportunity to explain and prove them 
from Scripture.  The pastor would be happy to explore our convictions with you, on the basis of God’s Word, 
so that you might commune with us in the future!

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
If you are in need of gluten free wafers or grape juice, please ask for directions from an usher.

COMMUNION HYMNS As Angels Joyed with One Accord | CW 5
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers | CW 7
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Please stand.
THANKSGIVING CW p.36
C:  ♫ Thank the Lord and sing his praise. 

Tell ev’ryone what he has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 
and proudly bear his name. 
He renews his promises
 and leads his people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! ♫

M: Let us pray together.
C:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your 
Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true 
body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and 
holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 
Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face 
shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give 
you peace. 

C:   ♫ Amen. Amen. Amen. ♫
Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding| CW 15

Notice what we declare in 
this song: we will bear the 
Lord’s name proudly. How 

might you do that this week?

Come, let us walk in the 
light of the LORD.

– Isaiah 2:5



11

TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. In the season of End Times, we heard about how “nation will rise against nation” 
during the time leading up to Christ’s return (Luke 21:10). However, in Isaiah 2:4, 
we’re told the opposite will take place. The Bible does not contradict itself, so what is 
Isaiah really saying?

2. Romans 13:8-14 spoke about loving others. Perhaps that can be difficult to know 
how to do. Read 1 Corinthians 13 and wherever the word “love” is written, insert 
your name instead. (Ex. “Lucas is patient; Lucas is kind; etc.) What do you find to be 
a difficult truth to swallow when you do that? Still, what do you know how to do 
now?

3. Some use Matthew 24:40-41 to try to prove there will be a “rapture,” or a time when 
some will be taken to heaven and some left behind. However, what point about his 
return is Jesus making with those words?

4. The darkness/light theme hits home a little more during the winter months of 
Advent. In Romans 13:12, Paul talks about “night” vs. “day” and “the deeds of 
darkness” vs. “the armor of light.” To what could these things be referring? If you’re 
not sure, check some other places in Scripture that talk about these things.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
Bible Translations: Who, What, Why, and How?
Understanding the Challenges of Translation 

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.

FREE ADVENT DEVOTION BOOKLET

Martin Luther College has published a devotion booklet for you to use during Advent. 
You can pick up a copy in the Welcome Center.

SCHEDULE CHANGES FOR ADVENT

Today is the first Sunday in Advent.  There are no Monday night services during Advent. 
They will resume after New Year’s Day.  

Our midweek Advent services are on Dec. 4, 11, & 18 at 4:00 & 6:30 PM.  Please note the 
new time for the first service.  See our December newsletter for more on why that change 
was made.  This year’s theme is “Angels Proclaim.”  The angels proclaim messages to the 
people in the Bible, but they are also messages for us today.

Our Advent suppers will be served from 4:45-6:00 PM. As usual, we ask that everyone 
help out with the meal once during the season.  The schedule is: 

Last Names A-J help on Dec. 4
Last Names K-O help on Dec. 11
Last Names P-Z help on Dec. 18.

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS

Come check out Advent and Christmas resources in our book store.  There are devotion 
booklets, children’s books, Christmas cards, and more that will help you share the true 
meaning of Christmas with others. 

DELIVER CHRISTMAS CHEER FOR SHUT-INS!  Dec. 17

Bring a smile and the congregational fruit baskets to a few shut-ins. If you can help on 
Tuesday, Dec. 17, please call Hilde Henkel (715-435-3547) or email her (henkelfm@wctc.net).
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CHRISTMAS FOR KIDS ON SATURDAY! Dec. 7 | 8:45-11:45 AM

The Christmas season can be hectic – presents to find, buy, wrap and hide; cookies to bake; 
homes to decorate. Give yourself a few uninterrupted hours to get these things done, so 
you can focus on the real reason for the season – the birth of our Savior.  Bring your kids 
to Christmas for Kids. They will learn about Jesus, play games, do crafts, sing songs, and 
make a snack. You also have the option of staying for lunch.  We even have childcare for 
1 & 2 year olds. You can pre-register at our website under Events, or pick up a form from 
the Ministry Table in the Welcome Center.

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT NEXT SUNDAY Dec. 8 | 6:00 PM

There are still seats available for Advent by Candlelight. This is a beautiful evening of 
God's word, music, dessert, and fellowship to help you focus on the true reason for the 
Season. Join your fellow sisters in Christ on this amazing long-running tradition. You can 
sign up in the Welcome Center. Hostesses are still needed for some tables. Please consider 
being a hostess! We hope to see you there. 

JOURNEY:  FROM BETHLEHEM TO THE CROSS  Dec. 6 | 7:00 PM

Northland Lutheran High School’s Christmas Concert & Journey to Bethlehem are combined 
this year, and everything is indoors!  This unique and refreshing presentation will take place 
on Friday, Dec. 6 at 7:00 PM. Come praise God and be filled with Christmas joy!  

THE CRANKY MOM FIX Jan. 11 | 8:30-11:30 AM 

Almost every mom knows she can go from being kind to cranky in no time flat. When 
we’re tired, busy, anxious, or preoccupied we tend to default to snapping and barking at 
the people we love best. But life doesn’t have to be this way. With grace and good humor, 
Becky Kopitzke shares how to tame the “Momster” in all of us. Tickets are just $10 and can 
be purchased thru St. Paul's facebook page under Events, (there is a small processing fee), 
or by making checks payable to High Gear Promotions for $10/ticket-no fees apply, or by 
paying cash to the church office. Any questions, please contact Michelle Gear at 
michellemgear@gmail.com or 920-784-4643.

HIRING: PART-TIME JANITORIAL WORKER

We are in need of someone to daily clean the restrooms, hallways and more.  This position 
is for 20 hours per week. For more information, please contact Fred Camacho at 715-323-
4566 or facjac@charter.net. 
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HIRING: CHILDCARE WORKERS

Our Little Lambs Childcare needs more workers, so we can serve more families.  The most 
urgent need is for early morning and late afternoon, although more hours are available.  
Duties vary according to age group and time of day. For more information, please contact 
Carole Melso at 715-421-3634 ext. 15 or littlelambs@stpaulswr.org

NLHS SCRIP FOR CHRISTMAS

The last date to order NLHS scrip before Christmas is December 15 – just two weeks 
from now! We will still sell from the stock we have on hand on Dec. 22 & 29, but we will 
be unable to take orders or refill our stock, so we are likely to run out.  Therefore, PLEASE 
PLAN AHEAD for any scrip you may need over Christmas break and order it on 
December 15. Sales and orders will resume as usual on January 5. Thank you for 
supporting Northland by buying scrip. 

ST. PAUL’S SCRIP UPDATES AND DECEMBER SCHEDULE

There are some great online buying opportunities and specials to earn extra money for 
our school and tuition accounts throughout the month of December. If you have not 
signed up for Presto Pay yet, now is a great time to get started, and it’s easier than ever! 
If you are a facebook user, be sure to “like” the Great Lakes Scrip page and set notifications 
to “see first”, so you can keep on top of these specials on a daily basis. And while there is 
great news - Kwik Trip is now reloadable - unfortunately, Pick N Save no longer offers a 
reloadable option.

Please keep in mind that if you would like to use physical scrip cards for Christmas gifts, 
the last day to order will be December 15th. The cards ordered December 15th will be 
delivered no later than December 19th. There will be an order placed on December 22nd. 
However with both Great Lakes and the school closed that week, the cards will not be 
delivered until the following week.  For this reason, there will be NO SCRIP SALES on 
DECEMBER 29th.  Wishing you all a most blessed holiday season – St. Paul’s Scrip Team

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance: 215         Year-to-date average attendance: 244

From July 1, 2019 to November 22, 2019
Actual ministry income: $440,911
Actual cost of ministry:           $460,135       Mortgage balance:  $1,443,485
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CALENDAR                          December 1-8

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106

10:30 AM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center
6:30 PM Board of Lutheran Education in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 9:00 AM School Chapel Service
4:00 PM Midweek Advent Service
4:45 PM Advent Meal in the cafeteria (Helpers A-J)
5:00 PM Board of Mission Outreach in the Resource Center
5:30 PM Handbell Choir in the balcony
6:30 PM Midweek Advent Service
7:30 PM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
7:30 PM  Choir in the balcony
8:00 PM Contemporary Choir in the balcony

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:00 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym
6:30 PM A People Close to God in the Resource Center

SATURDAY 8:45 AM Christmas for Kids

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Sunday School for grades 4K-6 in Room 106

10:30 AM Worship
6:00 PM Advent by Candlelight

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Dec. 14 Children’s Christmas Service  
Dec. 15 Family Christmas Party
Dec. 17 Fruitbasket Delivery

Saturday, Dec. 7
8:45-11:45AM
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